Rutherford High School

Class of 2019– IB Senior Celebration

1000 School Avenue
Panama City, Florida 32401
(850) 767-4500 (Switchboard)
(850) 767-4514 (IB Office)
(850) 747-5439 (IB Fax)

From the Principal’s Office….

Dear Parents and Prospective Students,
I would like to encourage you to strongly consider attending
Rutherford High School. Rutherford High School is an
outstanding school. Our teachers are dedicated and
committed to providing all children with the best education
possible.
Rutherford is a member of the International Baccalaureate
Organization (IBO). The IB is known worldwide for
providing students with a rigorous and quality education. As
an IB school our goal is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable
and caring young people who help to create a better and more
peaceful world through intercultural understanding and
respect.
Our staff provides our students with the opportunity to
participate in a wide variety of extracurricular activities.
Whether in the classroom, on the athletic field, or in the
community, the RHS faculty inspires and supports all our
children in achieving their very best. I encourage you to
make Rutherford High School your school, and I sincerely
hope you decide to become a part of the Rutherford High
School RAM family.
Sincerely,
L. Coy Pilson
Principal

GO RAMS!!

From the Coordinator’s Desk….

Dear Parents and Prospective Students:
The International Baccalaureate program at Rutherford High
School offers students unique opportunities unparalleled by any
other high school program. With over 4000 schools in 143
countries, the IB is truly a world class educational program
designed to prepare students for all the challenges of the future.
The IB establishes the highest academic standards with an emphasis
on critical thinking, problem solving, analysis, communication,
time management, and reflection. However, although the IB is well
renowned as a rigorous academic program, our emphasis is on far
more than just the student’s intellect. Rather, the program is
designed to provide development of the individual as a whole.
Our curriculum offers a balance which extends beyond the
classroom through character development and community
citizenship opportunities explored in the IB core of Creativity,
Activity and Service. It is for these reasons that IB is said to be
more than just a preparation for college; it is a “preparation for life”.
In many parts of the world, IB programs are only available at
exclusive private schools. In Bay County, this prestigious
international educational opportunity is only available at
Rutherford High School. The only cost is your personal commitment
to excellence and success.
Please consider making the positive choice for your education and
your future that IB can provide. We would love to welcome you
into our IB family at Rutherford High School next year!

Sincerely,
Catherine Rutland
IB Coordinator

Rutherford

RAM

Advantage!
Why IB?
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program fulfills the

requirements outlined by the state of Florida for a high school diploma;
however, it goes far beyond the traditional curriculum. The IB stands
strong as a unique educational opportunity, providing our 21st century
students with the intellectual rigor and high academic standards necessary
for competition at the highest collegiate levels while promoting the ideals
of international understanding and responsible citizenship. The IB Diploma
Program’s challenging curriculum educates the whole student, developing
the capacity for inquiry, research and problem-solving as well as essential
skills for communication and collaboration.

THE IB CURRICULUM:
A high standard of academic excellence

The IB Curriculum can best be seen as displayed in the shape of a circle with the six academic
areas surrounding the core. Students choose one subject from each of the six subject groups.
Distribution requirements ensure that the science-oriented student is challenged to learn a foreign
language, and that the natural linguist becomes familiar with laboratory procedures. While overall
balance is maintained, flexibility in choosing higher level studies allows students to pursue areas of
personal interest and to meet special requirements for university entrance.

The six groups of study currently offered at Rutherford include:
Group 1: Language: English A: Literature HL
Group 2: Language B: Spanish, Latin
Group 3: Individuals and Society: History HL, Information Technology HL
Group 4: Experimental Sciences: Biology HL, Physics HL
Group 5: Mathematics: Mathematical Applications, Mathematical Analysis SL
Group 6: Arts and Electives: Film, Psychology, Music, Environmental Systems & Societies

A strong commitment to academic engagement ——
A strong commitment to the highest level of student
success!

INSIDE THE CIRCLE:
The heart and soul of
the IB Difference
At the heart of the IB
curriculum is the student,
the individual learner.
The core of his education is
shaped through three distinct
elements unique to the
Diploma Program.

Theory of knowledge (TOK) is a
course designed to stimulate students’ critical reflection on the knowledge and
experiences they have gained both in and out of the classroom. Implemented as a
full course offered concurrently with traditional subjects throughout both years of
the 11th and 12th grade, it challenges students to question the basis of their
knowledge, to unify learning across the academic disciplines, to encourage rational
analysis of thought, and to appreciate a variety of cultural perspectives.
The Extended Essay (EE) offers IB students the opportunity to complete a college
level in-depth research project in one of the six academic areas where their interests
lie. It is a 4000 word essay which gives them the skills and confidence to step into
the rigors of written analysis at the university level with ease.
Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) provides a vital curriculum requirement
which truly speaks to the growth and maturity of students outside the classroom
and within the community as a whole. IB’s philosophy promotes the education and
development of caring, creative individuals who are informed participants in all
aspects of the world around them. Students are required to spend time in creative
pursuits, in healthy activities, and in service to others in the community. Every IB
student completes and documents an extended service project for the local,
national, or international community. The goal of educating the whole person and
fostering a more compassionate citizenry becomes real as students reach beyond
themselves and their books.

CREATIVITY

“To be creative means to be in love with life. You can be creative only if you
love life enough that you want to enhance its beauty, you want to bring a
little more music to it, a little more poetry to it, a little more dance to it”
-Osho
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“Live your truth. Express your love. Share your enthusiasm. Take
action towards your dreams……Make today worth remembering”
-Steve Maraboli

SERVICE

“Life is a gift, and it offers us the privilege, opportunity, and responsibility
to give something back by becoming more”
—Anthony Robbins
Car Wash for UNICEF

Humane
Society
volunteer.
.

Collecting toys for children of
domestic violence.

Helping out at the Science Museum.

Goodwill Fashion Show Stars

The Value of IB
The International Baccalaureate strives to educate internationally minded students who
value the shared humanity which binds us all together, while respecting the variety of
cultures and attitudes which make for the richness of life.
Roger M. Peel, former Director General of the IB program, expands on this ideal,
“From my own perspective, the honesty of the IB stems from the fact that we require all
students to relate first to their own national identity — their own language, literature,
history and cultural heritage, no matter where in the world this may be. Beyond that, we
ask that they identify with the corresponding traditions of others. It is not expected that
they adopt alien points of view merely that they are exposed to them and encouraged to
respond intelligently. The end result, we hope, is a more compassionate population, a
welcome manifestation of national diversity within an international framework of tolerant
respect. Ideally, at the end of the IB experience, students should know themselves better
than when they started, while acknowledging that others can be right in being different.”
Marilee Jones, director of undergraduate admission, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology states, “It is the best high school prep curriculum an American
school can offer.”
“Success in an IB program correlates well with success at Harvard. We are always
pleased to see the credentials of the IB Diploma Programme on the transcript.”
-Marilyn McGrath Lewis, director of undergraduate admission, Harvard University
“One of the advantages of an IB curriculum is its structure and quality. It is a
coordinated program, well established, well known and well respected. We know the
quality of IB courses, and we think the IB curriculum is terrific.” - Christoph Guttentag,
director of undergraduate admission, Duke University
William Shain, dean of undergraduate admissions, Vanderbilt University,
observed, “I have always been a supporter of the International Baccalaureate Program. It
is a thoughtful and genuinely intellectual curriculum with an unusually high degree of
integrity and connectedness. There is no other curriculum anywhere that does a superior
job of both educating students and inspiring a true and broad based love of learning.”
Jostein Solheim, CEO of Ben and Jerry’s, credits his upbringing and his IB education
with teaching him “the importance of standing up for what is ethically and morally right.
The [IB] Diploma Program was the foundation that shaped my passion for learning. It
was the most rapid growth and expansion of my horizon.”
In a sample of IB Diploma Program students from US high schools, 71% of
graduates enrolled in full-time post-secondary institutions (US ave.=56%). Of
those students, the four-year and six-year graduation rates (64% and 81%
respectively) were higher than the national averages of all college bound
students nationwide (36% and 57% respectively).

University Recognition and a World of Opportunities!
The International Baccalaureate Program is recognized by universities in more than 140 countries. IB
diploma students have enrolled at some of the most prestigious universities and rigorous academic
programs in the United States and around the world. All of the Florida universities recognize the IB
diploma and offer college credit for IB coursework. Many IB diploma recipients begin college as
sophomores, with 30 or more hours of college credit accumulated from their high school courses.

*Frequently Asked Questions about the
International Baccalaureate Program at
Rutherford High School*
How is the Diploma Program different from other pre-university academic programs
such as AP? The Diploma Program is a comprehensive and balanced two-year curriculum and
assessment system that requires students to study courses across all of the major academic areas.
By offering students challenging, college level courses in every subject area, they have the
opportunity to sharpen their skills in not only the classes where they are most talented, but also
the chance to study in greater depth and expand and enhance their understanding in those where
they find the material more difficult. One of the most significant advantages of IB is its belief in
assessing students in multiple ways across the length of the two year courses. Instead of students
taking just one high stakes exam at the end of each course, in IB they will complete a variety of
oral and written assessments which will all contribute to the final scores determining college credit.
There is a final test at the end of each course which counts partially toward the awarding of college
credit, but even these exams are spread out over multiple days to give students multiple
opportunities to demonstrate the knowledge they have gained.
So….How many IB exams are there, and when do students take them?
A student pursuing the full IB Diploma will take six IB exams, including one literature course taught
in the student’s native language, one foreign language, one social science, one experimental
science, one math, and one arts course. The arts course can be replaced by a second social science,
a second experimental science, or a third language. Of the six exams, three are taken at the
standard level (after a minimum of 150 teaching hours) and three are taken at the higher level
(after a minimum of 240 teaching hours). IB students are expected to take their examinations at
the conclusion of the Diploma Program. Students who average a score of 4 or higher (on a scale
of 1-7) in all six of their Diploma subjects for a total score of 24 or more, will earn the IB Diploma.
There’s a rumor that IB students have so much homework that they don’t have a life at
all. Is this really true? Actually, most IB students will tell you that they have very full and busy
lives, but they still find time to relax and enjoy themselves. IB courses are typically more
challenging than regular high school courses, so students may be asked to do more homework.
The challenge, however, is not always in the amount of homework assigned; rather it is in the
quality of the assignments and the extent to which students engage those assignments. The added
benefit here is that students take greater responsibility for their own learning while they learn the
valuable skills of time management and organization. As you have seen from the brochure and the
presentations, IB students are involved in sports, student government, clubs, theatre, music,
community events, and many other extracurricular activities. Contributions to school and
community life are an important part of the IB program; the CAS (Creativity, Action, & Service)
aspect of the program provides students with learning opportunities beyond the traditional
classroom, through development of their athletic and artistic talents, their compassion and
participation as world and community citizens, and their leadership skills.
What are the advantages of enrolling in an IB program? One of the biggest advantages is
that students who have completed the Diploma program often return to tell us how much the IB
helped to prepare them for life at the university. Most believe the development of their selfconfidence, their research skills, their ability to manage their time, and their willingness to be
actively engaged in their own learning all help to make college seem “easy”. Even more
importantly, they have developed a sense of the world around them, their responsibility to it, and
the skills with which to embrace the complexities of life. The International Baccalaureate
Organization often employs a variety of phrases to describe these traits and abilities: “learning
how to learn”; “life-long learners”; “critical and compassionate thinkers”; and “informed
participants in local and world affairs.”

Frequently Asked Questions, cont.
What do colleges and universities think about the Diploma Program? One of the other greatest
advantages of the IB program is its outstanding status among top colleges and universities throughout
North America. College recruiting and admissions officers acknowledge the IB Diploma Program as
providing the highest level of preparation for university work. Additionally, many of the most selective
institutions have established policies that recognize the work students have done. Some universities
also offer scholarships to IB graduates.
How does taking difficult courses improve my chances for scholarships and admission to
universities? At a time when increasing numbers of college and university applicants are all
presenting equally impressive GPAs or percentages, admissions officers must look for other evidence
that the student will succeed in the challenges of the new academic environment. Admissions officers
look for such factors as the quality of the courses represented on the transcript. The balance of
courses across all disciplines, the record of the student’s research abilities, and the details of school
and community involvement—all requirements of the Diploma Program. Research conducted at
several North American universities has demonstrated that IB Diploma holders enjoy great success
at their postsecondary studies, often earning higher grades than their colleagues. Increasingly,
universities are actively recruiting IB students by offering enhanced recognition or scholarships for
successful IB work. In addition to institutions in North America, the Diploma Program is accepted by
universities in over 170 countries around the world.
What preparation do students need in order to succeed in the Diploma Program?
Rutherford High School’s “Pre-IB Program” has been designed to assist students in developing a
solid background in such all six subject areas beginning in grade 9. These courses mirror the
instruction and assessment styles of the Diploma Program in order to best prepare our students for
the IB Diploma experience which officially begins in grade 11.
Do students have to earn an IB Diploma in order to earn college credit?
NO! Even if students fail to earn their IB Diploma, they are still eligible to earn college credit for each
IB exam they pass.
Does the IB Diploma Program satisfy Florida’s state requirements for graduation?
The state of Florida has designated the IB Diploma Program as a graduation option. This means that
IB Diploma students are not required to complete “regular” graduation requirements in order to
receive a high school diploma. They need only successfully complete the requirements of the IB
Diploma Program which include successful completion of IB coursework, Internal Assessment
assignments, the Extended Essay and the IB CAS requirements.
Can students transfer from one Diploma Program school to another? Yes, but while the
Diploma Program itself is the same from school to school, the subject choices available to students
will vary. Economics may be offered at one school, while another offers History of Europe; Language
B German may be the only option at one school, while another may have five different Language B
options—none of them German! For this reason, families are encouraged to contact the Diploma
Program coordinator at the school in the area where they plan to relocate.
How can I enroll in the IB program? Each school establishes its own student enrollment policies.
At Rutherford High School, we participate in recruitment activities in the Fall/Winter, with mailings to
families of students whose previous school record would indicate potential success in an advanced
program. Applications are available online on the IB page of the Rutherford High School website, at
each middle school guidance office, and at the IB office at Rutherford High School.
*For further information, please check out the official website for the
International Baccalaureate Program at www.ibo.org.*

